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ADA Celebration Speech 

 Good afternoon.  Thursday is the 17th birthday of the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Each year on July 26th we celebrate the ADA’s birthday and the ADA’s bounty.  We celebrate the access to the world at large the ADA has brought us - from the marketplace to the supermarket.  Planes, trains and automobiles; schools, sports and jobs; restaurants, recreation and jobs; education, the internet and jobs; museums, movies, and jobs; universities, legislative chambers and jobs - you name it, the ADA opens the door to let us in.  

Now the ADA is 17, a difficult year for an adolescent.  Like all adolescents she is struggling.  The excitement over her birth has waned; she is no longer a beautiful bouncing baby whose every achievement is celebrated.  Instead, people expect her to act her age, grow up, and stop making such a fuss.  Her intentions are questioned; all that is left is the difficult journey to adulthood.  Many tasks remain undone, none of them easy.  

Since the ADA’s intentions are questioned - they are being restated.  The ADA Restoration Act of 2006 was introduced in the House by Judiciary Committee Chairman F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R-Wis.) and House Minority Whip Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.) as bipartisan legislation to restore protections for disabled Americans.  The act seeks to 
harmonize the ADA with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other civil rights laws that

prohibit discrimination “on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, and sex.”

Prohibiting discrimination “on the basis of a disability” will focus the ADA on discrimination - rather than making people prove that they deserve its protections.  

Please join the MSCOD in downtown Minneapolis on Friday, August 17th when we all celebrate the 17th anniversary of the ADA with the visit of the Road To Freedom national bus tour.  Jim Ward, President of ADA Watch is traveling across America with this ADA exhibit to celebrate the history of the disability rights movement and to make us aware that collaboration led to the passage of the ADA, and grassroots collaboration will move us forward.  

Please join us then to honor the ADA, and please join us now – for cake.  

